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M egha Tayade, 31,
management
professional and
student of  Pali
was encouraged 

to learn Pali language by her
father. “I was hesitant, but 
continued learning and half-
way through the course, I was
completely bowled over by the 
language,” she says.

 The Pali language certifi-
cate course and diploma at the
University of  Mumbai is enjoy-
ing a surge in popularity. The 
course started in 2007 with just
12 students and now boasts 200
students. The University of
Mumbai’s (MU) unconventional
certificate courses are seeing a 
surge in demand as  students
look at following their interests
and opting for subjects such as
linguistics, peace education and
rural management. The pup-
petry course started last year
with just two students and has
grown six-fold, to a class of  12.

“Traditional courses are 
already saturated and students
know their limitations. Niche
programmes would add up to a 
student’s resume,” says Rajpal
Hande, director of  Board 
of  Colleges and University
Development, MU. 

“We as a society are matur-
ing in terms of  our career
choices and are ready to take up
unconventional options,” says
Suchitra Surve, education coun-
sellor and director of  Growth
Centre, Chembur. 

Here’s a look at some such 
courses.

THE PALI TRAIL
MU offers a certificate course
in Pali language and literature,

diploma in Pali and post gradu-
ate advanced diploma in Pali.
The study of  this ancient lan-
guage and its literature began 
in 2007 and is attracting a fair
number of  students. “What once
was a group of  12 is now a class-
room of  200,” says Dr. Yojana
Bhagat, teacher and coordi-
nator at department of  Pali,
MU. “Studying the language is 
beneficial to people wanting a 
career in archaeology, history
and architecture.” 

THE MYSTIC ARTS
MU’s Department of  Sanskrit
offers a post-graduate one-year
diploma course in mysticism.
Initiated in 2012, the course has
50 seats and has never fallen
short of  students. “It is a value-
added course but the demand
for it keeps growing every year. 
We might have to request for 
additional seats next year,”
says Madhavi Narsalay, teach-
er and faculty member of  the
Department of  Sanskrit.

Mysticism is often confused
with occult and magic. “It is
actually a journey to under-

standing the unknown through
the known,” she adds. 

The syllabus covers compo-
nents of  Buddhism, ancient
scriptures and Sufi philosophies
and literature of  the saints. 
Vrushali Damle, 39, a char-
tered accountant and student
of  mysticism  says, “The uncon-
ventional nature of  the subject
appealed to me. It has teachings
of  the saints and social reform-
ers like Swami Vivekanand and
Ramakrishna Paramahamsa
which are enriching.”

ON A STRING
While pursuing her B.Ed,
Shweta Patil, 31, an art and
crafts teacher at Blossom High
School, Bhayandar, had attended
a puppetry workshop conducted
by puppeteer Meena Naik. She
loved each step and process that 
was involved in puppet–making,
from its colourful creation to the
musical post-production.

“I’ve been wanting to learn 
puppetry since I was a child,”
says Patil. Last year, she took
MU’s certificate course in pup-
petry after which she started

teaching it from her home. 
Naik, who teaches puppetry

at MU campaigned for it to be
introduced as a certified course
in the university, a struggle
that lasted almost six years. 
“Puppetry can be used for social
and education purposes,” she
says. 

The four-month certificate
course’s syllabus features pup-
pet–making, script-writing and
post-production.

(HT’s free career counselling
workshops are currently under-
way. To register or view the full

schedule, visit Facebook.com/
HTCampusCallingMumbai)

QS and Thomas Cook
organise World MBA Tour 
to address admission issues
Quacquarelli Symonds (QS), the
global provider of specialist higher
education and career solutions, in
partnership with Thomas Cook
(India) Ltd., travel and travel-

related financial services compa-
ny, will host a World MBA Tour
for interested students.

The event in Mumbai will offer 
advice on admissions procedures,
funding and an opportunity to 
meet with admissions directors
from the top MBA colleges around
the world.

It will be held at Vivanta by Taj
President, on Wednesday, May 27
between 3.30pm to 9pm.

Interested participants and
students can also look forward to 
comprehensive guidance on for-
eign exchange and travel.
For details: Register at www.top-
mba.com/ThomasCook
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STANDING OUT Mysticism, puppetry and other unconventional subjects are seeing
a surge in demand as students pick options that will set them apart from the crowd

■ Mumbai University’s four-month certificate course in puppetry
features puppet–making, script-writing, and post-production.

An alternative course

campus
calling

■ Diploma in yogic education
(one year) started in 2012

■ Certificate course in Peace 
education (six-months) 
started in 2009

■ Post-graduate diploma
course in linguistics (one
year) started in 1993

■ Post-graduate diploma in
rural management (one
year) started in 2008

HT Education Correspondent
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Superman, Spider-Man, the
Avengers, the Hulk... who are
these heroes? And, how have they
evolved from folklore and myth,
across all cultures and religions?
You now have a chance to learn
from the experts who created
these superheroes. 

The Smithsonian’s National
Museum of  American History
and EdX are offering a five-week
course that explores topics like
why superheroes first came up
in 1938, and the ‘Golden Age’
of  comics, World War II. Those
interested can also learn about
how comic books became popular
and the basis for blockbuster mov-
ies, hit TV series and top-selling
video games. 

The course will be taught by
Stan Lee, one of  the creators of
the modern superhero template
and Michael Uslan, executive pro-
ducer of  movies such as the Dark
Knight series, Lego, and the ani-
mated Batman films. Interested
students can apply at www.edx.
org/course/rise-superheroes-
impact-pop-culture-smithsoni-

anx-popx1-1x#!.

LEARN ABOUT
SPIDER-MAN
FROM STAN LEE

Continued from page 17
Shetty of  TheStylEdge says

that it is very important to be
regular and consistent with your
posts and updates while main-
taining your own portal. “The
internet is full of  people who are 
experimenting, so it becomes
extremely imperative to be
ahead of  all the competition and
remain in the public eye,” she
says. “One needs to be creative
and should have the courage to 
experiment with new ideas, as 
trends change every second.”

To manage both, she does a 
photo shoot for say, four outfits
in a day and keeps posting them
through the week to save time. 
This way, she only spends two 
days a week for photo shoots
and an hour each at night blog-
ging. When she has exams or
important assignments, Shetty
makes sure that she makes a few 
outfit-of-the-day posts to retain
her followers. “It is difficult to 
manage studies and do this, but 
not impossible.”

For Sharma, his demanding
job in an ever-evolving digital
media industry has not allowed 
him to continue blogging, but 
he claims blogging alone helped
him make his passion a primary
source of  income. “When I, along

with two other student bloggers
began Thehardtackle.com [a foot-
ball blog], wrote about popular
football teams abroad and also
the little-known Indian football
teams who didn’t make it to main-
stream news. This added cred-
ibility to their blog and translated
into internet traffic. We got more
than 30,000 visits within a month,
after just a few months of  launch-
ing the blog.”

He says that if  you are pas-
sionate about a particular sub-
ject, you would spend all your
free time writing about or dis-
cussing it. So it doesn’t feel like
any extra effort to take it to the
next level.

Education counsellors agree
that a digital footprint is always
given more preference by the
recruiters, and sets a candi-
date apart from other regular
candidates. “Mostly, firms look
for candidates who are inquisi-
tive, researchers, analysers,
gets along well in a team and
can express and get themselves
heard in a crowd,” says Pratibha
Jain, a counsellor at Eduabroad
Consulting. “Maintaining a blog
doesn’t need any extra time, just
your dedication. However, one
should ensure that their content
is original and fact-driven.”

Digital natives...

■ Sheel Parekh has created an interactive virtual CV to showcase her
interior-designing skills to potential employers.


	ND_21: 


